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Professor ved St. Olaf Col­
lege, Margaret Hayford 
O'Leary, var en drivende 
kraft innenfor arbeidet 
med norsk, sprak, littera­
tur og kulturpa akademisk 
niva i USA. Hun ble fodt i 
1951 i Minneapolis og d0de 
30. juni 2018 i Northfield, 
Minnesota. Margaret star­
tet alt tidlig i tenarene a 
I.ere norsk pa sprakleiren 
for barn, Skogfjorden, og 
etter college fortsatte hun 
med MA i 1977 og PhD i 1987 
i skandinaviske studierved 
University of Wisconsin. 

I 1977 ble hun tilsatt pa St. 
Olaf College der hun had­
de en vel 40 ar lang karri­
ere, som sprakl.erer, insti­
tuttstyrer, og dekanus for 
humanistiske fag. Marga­
ret var ogsa i en periode 
president i Society for the 
Advancement of Scandina­
vian Studies, organisasjo­
nen for dem som undervi­
ser i og forsker pa nordiske 
emnerpa college oguniver­
siteter i USA. 

• Faglig var Margaret forst 
J og fremst sprakpedagog. 

Hun skrev flere l.ereb0ker, 
• oghunvarenpioneriutvik­

lingen av digitale program 
for norskundervisningen. 
Hun var en entusiastisk lee-

+ rer og inkluderte kulturel­
le elementer i undervisnin-

-'=' gen, s.erlig brukte hun mye 
sanger, bade tradisjonelle 
og nyere popul.ere. Denne 
interessen dyrket hun ogsa 
gjennom folkesanggrup­
pen The Lost Norwegians 
som tumerte og formidlet 
norsk sangkultur. 

Fra 2007 til 2016 undervis­
te Margaret ogsa ved Den in­
temasjonale sommerskolen 
ved Universitetet i Oslo. Ved 
siden av sprakundervisnin­
gen var kurset Norwegian 
Life and Society hennes ho­
vedansvar. Hun var her en 
sv.ert kompetent formidler 
avnorskkulturog samfunn, 
hun kjente og elsket tradi­
sjonen, men hun varfortro­
lig med og formidlet i like 
stor grad detmodeme Nor­
ge med de verdier og struk­
turer som er viktige i dag. 
Nettopp dette blir sa godt 

S:: formidlet i hennes bok Cul-
• ture and Customs of Norway 

( Greenwood Press, 2010 ). 
'.) Margaret O'Leary ble i 

9 2016 tildelt Den kongelige 
norske fortjenstorden, rid-
der av 1. klasse. Hennes sis­
te tur til Norge var i januar 
2018 for a takke for denne. 
Margaret vii bli sterkt sav­
net av de mange i Norge 
som hadde kontakt og sam­
arbeid med henne gjennom 
arene, bade som fagfelle og 
som varm og omtenksom 
venn. 
Kjetil Flat.in 
Ingeborg Ko~Hen 

- - Einar Vannebo 

English translation by Olivia Lasky 

Margaret Hayford O'Leary, professor at St. Olaf College, was a 
driving force in the study of Norwegian language, literature 
and culture in the United States. She was born in 1951 in 
Minneapolis and died on June 30th, 2018 in Northfield, 
Minnesota. Margaret's interest in Norwegian began quite 
early; as a teenager, she learned Norwegian at Skogfjorden, a 
language camp for children. After college, she went on to 
receive her MA in 1977 and PhD in 1987 in Scandinavian 
Studies at the University of Wisconsin. 

In 1977, she began working at St. Olaf College where she 
enjoyed a 40-year-long career as a language teacher, 
department chair and Associate Dean of Humanities. 
Margaret was also president of the Society for the 
Advancement of Scandinavian Studies, an organization for 
educators and researchers within Nordic studies at academic 
institutions in the United States. 

Professionally, Margaret was first and foremost a language 
educator. She wrote several textbooks and was a pioneer in 
the development of digital programs for learning Norwegian. 
She was an enthusiastic teacher and often included cultural 
elements in her lessons - in particular songs, both traditional 
and newer hits. She also cultivated this interest through the 
folksong group The Lost Norwegians, which toured and 
promoted Norwegian song culture. 

From 2007 to 2016, Margaret taught at The International 
Summer School at the University of Oslo. In additional to 
teaching language classes, her primary responsibility was the 
course "Norwegian Life and Society': She was an 
exceptionally qualified advocate of Norwegian culture and 
society; she knew and loved the traditional, but she was also 
familiar with the modern Norwegian values that are 
important today. This in particular was developed in her book 
Culture and Customs of Norway (Greenwood Press, 2010). 

In 2016, Margaret O'Leary was awarded The Royal 
Norwegian Order of Merit, Knight First Class. Her last trip to 
Norway was in January 2018 to accept this honor. Margaret 
will be deeply missed by the many people in Norway who 
knew and worked with her over the years, both as a colleague 
and as a warm and considerate friend. 
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