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pagetwo happenings

happenings liberty high goes to italy

Kristyn, Liberty High

“Make sure you have
your passportsinyour passport
holderand aroundyourneckso
you do not get pick-pocketed!”
| warned my students while
traveling through Italy.

“Ya ya, we won't get pick-
pocketed,” my  students
replied.

“I'll bet you $5 that you all will
get-pick pocketed before |
do...”

Well, that was a stupid bet to
make...

While traveling in
Rome, Florence, and Venice
one should always be aware
of where their passports, credit
cards, and cash is at all times.
There are people in Italy who
make pick-pocketing their
career — and a very well-paid
one at that.

| found out the hard
way that there are indeed
pick-pocketers in Italy, and
might | add, very good pick-
pocketers. Usually, | have my
passport holder (which is a
wallet on a string that you wear
around your neck and under
your clothes), containing my
passport, credit cards, travel
tickets and cash, around my
neck and out of sight.Yet,when
walking into the market areain
Florence (which is a crowded
outdoor “sidewalk sale”) | did
not have my passport holder
around my neck, but tucked
away at the bottom of a large
over-the-shoulder bag (which |
kept in front of me). Just as we
entered the market, | reminded
the kids that “This is an
extremely popular hangout for
pick-pocketers, so make sure
that you have your passports
around your neck!”

Just then | realized | should
take my own advice; | checked
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my neck and noticed that | did
not have my passport where it
should be.At this time, | was not
panicking because | have only
been in the crowded market
area for about thirty seconds,
but that is when | looked at my
bag and saw it was unzipped.

I was not quite
panicking at this moment,
so | started digging through
my bag, and low and behold,
they got my passport holder
containing my cash, credit
cards and of course my only
proof of U.S citizenship, my
passport.It was at this moment
that | began to panic.

When in Rome... and when
losing your passport...

Don't panic! | panicked
for about 30 seconds, and then
| realized | have a few things
that | need to take care of. First
thing’s first: cancel your credit
cards! If they use your credit
cards, chances are they will
use them immediately after
they steal your items. Next,
you need to report your stolen
passport to the police. This will
make reissuing your passport
much easier.

In order to get a new
passport, you need to go to
the U.S. Embassy. | was lucky
and there was a small embassy
in Florence, otherwise | would
have had to take a three hour
train ride to Rome, take a cab
to the embassy and sit there all
day, and maybe even the next
to get my new passport.

It was actually pretty
easy to get a new passport.
Well, it was easy because |
had a copy of my passport
(thanks to a very nice young
lady back in the states who
found an old copy of my
passport from previous “trip

* No upfront costs
» Personalized services

Fundraiser and earn a 50% RETURN
(810 per book)

— GUARANTEED!

files” and faxed it to my hotel
in Florence). Without the copy
of my passport, my stay at the
embassy would have been
much longer than it was. The
only thing | had to do was go
and get two photo ID pictures
taken, meet with an employee
and come back six hours later
to pick up my new passport.
Pretty easy, right? The key to
convenience when traveling
outside of the country is to
make sure that you have a
copy of your passport that you
keep at the hotel, carry your
passport with you at all times
(around your neck) and always
be aware of your surroundings,
but most of all:enjoy your trip!
For further advice, never bet
your students that they will
get pick-pocketed before
you because that is a for sure
“foot in mouth” mistake (and
not only did | lose my cash in
Italy, but then | was out $45
U.S. to my students when we
got home!). Also never make
announcements such as “This
is a popular hang out for pick-
pocketers” or “Make sure you
have your passports around
your neck” in crowded areas,
because that is when they are
going to strike.

But most of all, take advantage
of having the opportunity to
travel. | will never forget my
trip to Italy, not only because
of the wonderful passport
incident, but also because of
the incredible sights and the
amazing experience | had!

cv from our past

We did not credit the Decem-
ber 2005 cover image. It was
taken at the Como Zoo by
Alyssa, a Northfield School of
Artsand Technology student.

The Haunted Night did not
list an author. It was written
by Damara, a 5™-grader at
Sojourner Truth Academy.

The paper also referred to
Charter Vision Minnesota as a
501(c)(3).Thougharegistered
non-profit, Charter Vision is
not a 501(c)(3) organization.
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experiences roller coaster

Alexandria, 9" Grade, Blue Sky

This summer, my sister
Natasha and | with our church
youth group, were able to go
on a trip to Six Flags Great
America in Chicago.

On the morning that
we were to go to “Six Flags” |
was unsuccessfully trying to
convince Natasha that roller
coasters were really not all that
bad; because | had just recent-
ly become a roller coaster rider
myself; but as the bus turned
the corner... all thoughts of
riding any roller coasters van-
ished from my mind, and Na-
tasha and | then and there de-
cided that we were not going
to go on any roller coasters at
Six Flags that day and possibly
any other.

Unfortunately, the
people that we had been sit-
ting next to had overheard
our conversation and when we
had made up our mind that we
were not going on any roller
coasters Matt Clark (one of the
leaders on this particular trip)
said,”Oh no you don't you two
are sticking with me and you
are going on every signal roller
coaster here.”

Natasha and | looked
at each other and new we
had no other choice; and as
soon as we got off of the bus
we started to go in a different
direction he caught up to us
and reinstated the fact that we
were sticking with him for the
day. Quickly one of our youth
pastors stepped up and said,
“You don't really have to go on
the roller coasters, if you don't
want to.” Then our other youth
pastor walked up and said
“Don't listen to him, you need
to go on the roller coasters and
concur your fears!”

The next thing we
knew we were standing in line
for one of the biggest, most
twisted, roller coaters we had
ever seen! As we agonized
in line for the next hour, our
fellow students and leaders
talked to us about how ter-

rified they had been on this
same trip only a year before
and about how we really just
needed to get over our fears
and ride this roller coaster!

We slowly inched to-
ward the boarding point of
the ride.| had several thoughts
about turning around; but
no such luck. The next thing |
knew it was our turn next. My
hands were getting sweaty, my
heart was beating fast; some of
our other friends had just got-
ten off. Then it was our turn!
The people who worked there
strapped us into our seats; |
knew there was no turning
back. My stomach went down
into my feet as the roller coast-
er started to move. | looked
over at my sister who had her
eyes tightly closed | wondered
if she had the right idea and
then all of a sudden we were
off...

Down the first steep
hill we went, up again, now
going upside down doing
loopedy-loops! The next min-
ute and a half | don'’t think [ will
ever be able to describe. Then
the ride slowed to a stop and |
realized | had done it!

| again turned to look
over at Natasha who still had
her eyes closed to convinced
herthattheridereally was over.
The ride pulled to a complete
stop and our friends burst into
a cheer! For we had ridden the
roller coaster.

Later, when | was back
home, | was reflecting on my
“roller coaster” of a trip, | was
in the end very, very glad that
| had faced my fears and | now
realize that most thing aren’t
as bad as they first may seem.

writing dear diary

Alexandria, 9" Grade, Blue Sky

Dear Diary,

Sometimes it gets so hard to
please my dad; he has always
wanted to have a boy... and
then when I was born it dashed
all of his hopes.

So like I've told you be-
fore | try to act as much like a
boy for my dad as | can | even
took up baseball... But some-
times it gets really hard!!

Like a few days ago.

| went downstairs to
grab a snack before | had to go
to the game, my dad walked in
with a huge smile on his face...

“Ready to go to your
big game slugger?” my dad
said as he walked into the
kitchen.

| sighed and nodded
my head.

Every once in a while
my mom will try to talk to my
dad about what | really want
to do which is gymnastics but
when ever my mom starts that
conversation with him he al-
ways just says “Nonsense; Ash-
ley loves baseball!” And that'’s
pretty much where the con-
versation stops.

But as | nodded my
head this particular time some-
thing inside me snapped even
as my head was going up and
down | decided to tell my dad
the truth!

“No Dad, I'm not ready
for today’s game.” | said
“What?” My dad said with
shock. “Are you sick or some-
thing?”

“No, | just don’t want to
play.”| said frankly.

“You, You don’t want
?” My dad said with just

MOHAMED A. EGEH, CPA
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emall:megeh@Integraonline.com

Phone: 612-746-4200

Fax: 612-746-4202

the slightest hint of anger... or
maybe it was disappointment.

“l can't believe you Ash,
why don’'t you want to play?
Asked my dad -- still in disbe-
lief.

“Because | don't like
baseball!” | shouted. My dad
just stood there stunned.

“Dad?” | said fearing
that | had just crushed him.

He just stood their looking at
me with a blank expression on
his face.

“l,'m going to go take
a walk.” he finally said.”No, Dad
| want to talk.” | said frantically
. “What?” said my dad coldly,
“You obviously don’t want to
play baseball. What is there to
talk about?”

“Ididn't want to let you
down dad, you always seem
like I'm not good enough for
you or something, is it really
that bad that I'm girl and not
boy?” | blurted out starting
to cry. “What are you taking
about?” Asked my dad with a
much more caring tone in his
voice.”l love you just the way
you are!” said my dad with
great compassion.

At this point, | was cry-
ing pretty hard. Then my dad
swept me into a great big hug.

creativewriting pagethree
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After that, my dad and | went
for a very long walk and we
talked about everything! We
got everything all sorted out,
and looking back on it I'm so
glad that | finally told my dad
what | really wanted to do, and
| feel so silly for thinking that
my dad wouldn't love me or
something like that just be-
cause | wasn't a boy.

Speaking of what | re-
ally want to do | have to go. |
have gymnastics!

-Ashley

Sean, Charter Vision Editor

We're making big
changes to the online edition
of this paper (www.chartervi-
sion.org). Starting later this
spring, you'll get every article
from the print edition in an
easily browsable, ad-minimal
interface.

Not only will the ar-
ticles be viewable within the
interface, we'll also make
available PDF copies of each
of our print issues.

We're also in prelimi-
nary planning for the Char-
ter Vision Network, which
will allow any charter school
newspaper get their online
presence. The service will be

cv meet the new chartervision.org

provided for free. If you're
involved in a charter school
newspaper and would like
information on this program,
please e-mail network@char-
tervision.org or visit www.
chartervision.org/network.

Lastly, our website
will begin to feature our new
weekly advice column for
charter students. Ask J. will
premier in the next print is-
sue. To read the column, visit
www.chartervision.org/advice
or send questions to advice@
chartervision.org.

Any other questions
regarding the Charter Vision
website should be sent to
webmaster@chartervision.org.
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writing if i could do it over

If I could do it all over again, |
would have:

Spent more time with my
grandma,

Gone to school every day,
Saved my money better,

Done my school work,

Tried charter schools sooner,
Been nicer to the people | love,
Eaten more cheese pizza,
Listened more in school,

Tried harder in the ninth
grade,

Exercised more,

Applied myself more in high
school so that | could have had
better opportunities in col-
lege,

Re-done my freshmen year,
Passed my classes,

Bought a cat,

Spent more time with my ex
and less time with my car,
Worked harder at school,
Made better choices,

poem sunrise

The night is a blur of silence a
waking dream,

The break of day has made you
feel as if you've wasted away,
The bright light is no comfort
to the fear in your mind,

In your isolation you hide and
sigh,

In the early morning the sun-
rise hurts your eyes,

The sun is bright and warm yet
you still feel cold,

You look to the sky trying to
say goodbye,

You plan to give up your youth
because you refuse to face the
truth,

poem my plea

Trisha, Discovery School

I will always love you... That's
what we said it to be. But in-
stead you left me... Alone and
oh, so scared. Now I sit, my
mind filled with wonder, my
heart filled with fright.

What to doin thislight? There’s
nothing | can do, but be strong
and encouraging... Help my-

Gone to school more,

Finished school,

Practiced more before taking
my driver’s license test,

Tried to smile more,

Been nicer to the people | love,
Switched to a smaller school
soonetr,

Put my money in Apple Com-
puter stocks 3 years ago,

Done my homework in school,
Stayed out of trouble,

| wouldn’t change a thing!

Not drink and drive, Have not
gotten into drugs, | wouldn't
drive a Dodge, Not fight with
my father over little things,
| wouldn't have tried to run
away, Never quit karate, |
wouldn't have started smok-
ing,| would not get so stressed
out about life, Not have done
drugs, Never upset Santa — he's
been angry with me since |
was three.

Because of all your regrets that
your trying so hard to forget,
But you haven't given up quite
yet,

A tear runs down your cheek,
Your future you feel is so
bleak,

You feel as if you don’t know
yourself,

Who you are and who you will
be,

You think your existence is not
needed,

Afraid of your own despera-
tion,

You condemn your memories,
Why try and forget them?

self getoveryou only causeyou

didn't wanna get too attached.

Oh, how | wish we could have

one more chance to be.| miss
you so much it hurts.

Yes, it's true, | love you. So if
you'll take me back then you
can have my heart. But please
don’t break it or my whole
world will fall apart!

Calling to you ready to catch
you when you fall,
| want you to see me before
you can't recall,
| hope that you can hear my
plea even if you feel so small,
| wish you will be happy and |
know you can be,
Happier than you’ ve ever been
before,
Living is something you just
can'tignore,
All that you suppress to me
you may confess,
My persistence will not disap-
pear,
And you won't either as long
aslam here,
| will transform your fear until
itis no longer alive,
| know that you are so afraid,
But I still want you to stay,
This will not be your last day,
| can be your inspiration,
But the real truth lies in your
heart,
And we will be together not
apart,

Even if we are far away,
Distance cannot destroy us,
Because we are true friends
even if you're
So weighed down by pain,
Feeling lost and betrayed,
But the end is a cost you can
not pay,

What has happened in the
past,

Can not cripple you in the fu-
ture,

You shouldn’t try to run away,
When you are lonely,
Know that you are not the only
one,

Can't you see that you aren't
done?
| will be there to save you from
the dark,

And know that no matter how
you feel,

It will all be ok if would just
stay,

Which is why you must go on,
Until the darkness is gone,

If everything seems so wrong,
You must still remain strong,
As long as you do you will be
renewed,
| Just want to hold you,
Until you can be just ok,
Finding solace in my embrace,
Know that | will never leave
you,

I will always be there to hold
your hand,

And help you to always stand,
Because | know you can cope,
There is always hope to carry
you through,

And you know that | will always
love you,

Even if you do want to forget,

You must always remember,
So that after the break of day
you can find your way,
Walking down the path to sal-
vation,

And then all your fears disap-
pear,

Until finally your pain fades
away into the sunset,

So in the early morning you
will be there,

Then you can move on and
find your way home,

To see another sunrise and
never be cold.
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experiences abnormally yours

Natasha, 10" Grade, Blue Sky

To Whom It May Concern:

| just wanted to set the records
straight about living in a large
family. In my option the view
that most people who live in
“normal” families have about
large families, is pretty much
shaped and tarnished by Hol-
lywood. First of all | have to
admit our numerically soaring
household is pretty chaotic
and there is definitely never a
dull moment.Dinner time is an
incredible feat all in itself. If all
eleven of us are there at one
time that’s even more incred-
ible. The scene pretty much
plays out this way:

One of the four oldest
members in our household is
makingdinner.Someofthekids
are doing homework, some are
doing chores, some are won-
dering around asking when
dinner will be ready. And then
the littlest ones (it never fails)

are running up and down the
in kitchen with the riding toys,
which they are conveniently
only interested in, at dinner-
time. Sooner or later someone
else thinks that making noise
running up and down in the
kitchen looks fun to them too,
so before you know it you've
got five kids creating an en-
vironment so that it is almost
impossible to hear your dinner
burning on the stove.But there
is one magic word that the el-
dest members of my family
know that will almost certainly
quiet the mass chaos going on
around them.The word is high-
ly effective, but you must use it
wisely because if you calm the
madness too soon they will
soon begin to get restless and

the word is a one time deal.

So with a expertise that only
comes form being with a large
family 24/7 the cooker will
sing out “wash up!” and sud-
denly the calm is restored as
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the newly washed crew sit up
at the table anxiously await-
ing their feast. | think that my
parents thoroughly enjoy meal
time because we are all silent
as we sit at the table enjoying
the food in our closed mouths.

But the thing most
people miss about our family
is that we do notlive in just un-
organized chaos, we do have
an order to almost everything
and everybody helps out.Older
members helping the younger
ones and we are all “pros” at

cooking and doing laundry.

There is a lot more people in
our house to make it messy, a

lot more people to get mad at,

a lot more people to feed and
a lot more people to take care
of. But there is also a lot more
people to hug, more to share
laughter and good times and
most of all a lot more love.

-Abnormally yours,

Natasha

cv contribute

If you're interested in be-
coming part of Charter Vi-
sion or want to contribute
an article, send an e-mail to
contribute@chartervision.org

Submission deadline is May
12th.
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poem the shadows call

Stephanie, 9" Grade, Blue Sky

A shadow sits slowly staring at
the sky
Below the evergreen tree
Its resistance to light
Its stay-cool attitude

Mocking me as my feet pit-
ter patter on the black tar city
streets

A cool breeze blows boastfully

Unusually for a day like today

Sending chills through my
soul

Its screaming

All the wind wants is to be
heard
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Will you listen
Its sunset
The sun slowly dips below the
horizon line

And then | see it

The last dove flies beyond the
reach of even...

The shadows darkness
It flies far beyond
The winds reach
And now...we are left with

Darkness and disaster
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review smackdown v. raw

Lance, Blue Sky

Smackdown v. Raw
2006 is one of the best wres-
tling games since Smackdown
HCTP (Here comes the pain).
The gameplay is the same as
last years you press the circle
button to execute a multiple of
different moves to inflict dam-
ageonyouropponent.The new
and latest addition to SvR2006
is the stamina system; it pro-
longs the match and makes it
much more fun and difficult if
you are playing with another
player. The stamina system al-
lows players to get a feel like a
real wrestling match. The play-
ers’ stamina is fully charged.
During a match big moves like
powerbombs, full nelson slams
and other types of powerful
moves will begin to deplete
your stamina making your
wrestler lose stamina, which
result in him being much slow-
er in the match. If both players
keep losing stamina simulta-
neously both players will drop
in the middle of the ring and
the referee will begin to count,
and there will be a mini game
that you have to accomplish
so that you can regain your
stamina. It is a really fun new
addition to SvR2006. There is
also a new momentum system
in the game. In other Smack-
down games you can keep do-
ing moves over and over again
hit your special and win the
match. In this year’s SYR2006 it
is not like that anymore.

With the brand new
momentum system, If you do
the same move type over and
over again the crowd will get
bored and your momentum
will go up but not as fast as
you would want it to, so you
will have to do a variety of dif-
ferent moves so that your mo-
mentum will rise and you could
finally reach a special. Another
brand new system in this year’s
SvR2006 is the submission sys-
tem. It is still the same as last
year’s button mashing to make
your opponent tap is still here

in this year’s. But it makes it
much easier for people like
me who are not good with the
fast button mashing. In this
year’s SvR2006 all you have to
do is make the green bar end
in the blue bar. There is some
submissions that you will be
able to reverse and to accom-
plish that you have to end the
green bar in the red bar. But
it's won't be as easy because
your opponent will be adding
pressure to the designated
spot and you won't be able to

always hit it in the right places.

All of these new additions will
give the players’a feel of a real
WWE match, and you will have
to use strategy which is fun.
All of last year’s match
types are here like single, tag-
team, and hell in a cell. The
game developers at Yukes
decided to add in some new
matches, that gamers have
been anticipating. There is a
fulfill your Fantasy Match, |
personally don't really like the
match and don't know why
Yukes added it but that still
doesn't take away from the
excitement of the game. My fa-
vorite match that is new in the

game s the Buried Alive match.

The name may strike some
people, but like the name says
you are trying to bury your op-
ponent alive. Yukes finally put
it in the game and that makes
me happy because I've wanted
it since the first smackdown
game for the PS2.

The season mode is
better and | really like it. You
can go through season as a
wrestler and there are mul-
tiple storylines. If you create a
wrestler and want to take him
through season they finally
have voices you can choose
from which makes the season
all the better. Every wrestler
has a voice also the voice act-
ing has gotten better than last
year's game. The commenta-
tors have much more to say
also during a match about a
wrestler and can be funny at
times.

Sean, Charter Vision Editor

It's been about two
and a half years now since |
started working with Charter
Vision Magazine. | remember
asking to do a logo mockup
foran,at the time,anonymous
newspaper. Though | no lon-
ger feel the same way about
the design, | was smitten with
my first product, which con-
tained a large “Charter News”
on the left and an inverted
“Minnesota” on the right.
Those who saw it appeared
pleased with my work, but in-
formed me that the name of

the paper would be “Charter
Vision” - we were more than
just news.

And today, that mes-
sage seems more relevant than
ever. Some of our best content
has been charter experiences
and charter law, but, as | said in
the previous issue of Charter
Vision,“there is more to charter
schools than charter schools
alone.”

History is built not only
on events, but ideas. Charter
schools were an idea, a desire
for something new. Likewise,
each charterstudentisaninno-
vator — capable of great ideas.

cv join us and help build charter vision

But ideas are not necessarily
“Ms.Johnson’s 5th Grade Field
Trip” - ideas are opinions, and
passions, and creativity.So I'm
asking you - charter school
students - express those
ideas and those opinions.Let’s
show the world what charter
schools — and their students
— are capable of.

PS.: If you - parent,
student, teacher, community
member — have any questions
about Charter Vision or what's
appropriate for an article, I'd be
happy to field them personally.
Send me a message at
shayfordoleary@chartervision.
org.

General Manager
Mode is another new addition
to this year’s SvR2006. You go
through a full length season
managing expenses and keep-
ing the wrestlers happy. You
can also play the mode on
multiplayer and compete with
a friend or sibling to see who
has the better brand and can
show Vince McMahon they are
the best GM around.

The Roster for SYR2006
is bigger and better. You have
wrestlers from The Undertaker
to John Cena. They also have
added more legends, 3 differ-
ent Hulk Hogan’s, The Rock,
Stone Cold, and The Mouth of
The South Gimmy Hart. Every
wrestler has their own move
set on the roster also.

THQ Yukes has once
again given wrestling fans an-
other great game for the Play-
station 2,1 will recommend this
game to any fan of wrestling
and askanyone who eitherisn't
a fan of wrestling to at least try
it out.So if you haven’t checked
out SmackdownVsRaw2006
you should check it out when
you have the time because it is
by far the best wrestling game
for the PS2.

..‘-‘:I' F r.:. ..

s

~ | COOPERATIVE

Helping Create and Sustain
Great Small Schools

Pavroll & HR Services

School Planning & Start-Up

* Mentoring & Internship programs
* Training & Staff Development

* Evaluation & Assessment

EdVisions

501 Main Street
P.O.Box 518
Henderson, MN 56044
507-248-3738
www.edvisions.coop

*EdVisions is 2 Regional Center for Collation for Essential Schools




poem if i were in charge

Megan Rothstein, 11" Grade,
Great River Education Center

If | were in charge of the world,
I'd cancel peas,

Stinky bathrooms,

Liars,and also

Monday mornings.

If | were in charge of the world,
There'd be brighter stars,
Healthier people, and

Fewer bad choices.

If | were in charge of the world,
You wouldn’t have STDs,

You wouldn’t have HIV,

You wouldn’t have drugs,

Or even anything close.

If | were in charge of the world,
A snowboard with fluffy snow
would be school,

All preps would be gone,

And a person who is not per-
fect, would still be in charge of
the world.

poem can you imagine?

Megan Rothstein, 11" Grade,
Great River Education Center

Can you imagine...

My block without gangs,
My words without slang.

Me a“normal”teen,
Me without having a dream.

My life without attitude,
My life without gratitude.

T.V.without Insider,
A baby with no mother beside

her.

A dad who doesn't care,
My life that is so bare.

Someone loving me,

A flying bee.
My life without getting sent
away,
Me dying today.

Use the healing bond sith horses to
teach, guide, and encourage positive
aftitides and behavior, based on
EAGALA* technigutes

Effective For All Ages & Groups
» Creative Thinkdng, Assertiveness,

® Segif-Estesm, Problem Solving,
Leadership

» Teamworlk, Positive Aftitude

* Non-verbal Communication

CHANGING GAITS, INC.
27274 Monument Foad

Brook Park, MIN 33007
Telephone: 320/678-44658

E-mail: changingzaitz @ aol.com:
www.changinggaits.com
{Located on Hwy 23 betw een Hinckley
and Mora, 90 minutes north of the
Tiwin Ciries)

#¥FEquine Arristed Growth & Lagrning
Asszciation

F GIS 4 Schools L.L.c.
Making GIS easv-to-use

Ken Pekarek

“On-Call” GIS Advisor-Trainer
Firewise in the Classroom Consultant

1773 Kennard St.

Maplewood, MN 55109
(C)651.442.2573

(651) 773-0073
kenpekarek@comcast.net

Gisdschools(@aol.com

www.gisdschools.org

CRAENWicrion

NEWLY REMODELED HIGH-TECH PRINTING LABS COMING FALL 2006

For more information call:
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poemican't fly

Anonymous, Discovery School

| have to run, through the cold
air and crusted snow.

Trying to escape my past, my
life and reality.

Tripping over the thoughts in
my head, | don't know where
to go.

Hatred urges me on to an un-
known destination.

| believe | am hurt, but the cold
wind makes me feel numb.

Stumbling onto a lighted prop-
erty, | keep running; no refuge
can be taken at a gas station.

]

\

Down the street,and to my left,
something cold and towering
is coming into view.

Slowing to a walk, now hardly
taking any steps.

I need to keep going, inside I'm
screaming,“No!”

This is too hard, I'm afraid of
heights.

I'm too high up but | continue
to climb to the top of the rail.

Why do | feel this way? Is this
my last night?

It was many years ago, | think
back on how the snow was so

creativewriting pageseven

white.

And how the rushing water
wasn't frozen even though it
was very cold.

| will never forget the moment
in which | almost took flight.

cv contribute

If you're interested in be-
coming part of Charter Vi-
sion or want to contribute
an article, send an e-mail to
contribute@chartervision.org

Submission deadline is May
12th.
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Editor’s note: This photograph was taken in Fall 2005 by Emily,an 11th-grader at SAGE Academy.

With the seasons changing, there have been many good photo opportunities for me.Here | would
like to present my display of winter’s fierce beauty to you.| will include a comment from my best

friend and photo critic, Jeni.

This upward-view photo was taken in my front yard.| stood staring at the leaves from a bush hang-
ing down, barely alive, as the cold of winter began to set in.| decided the best view would be from
the ground, which is where | laid to achieve this shot.

1-507-389-7200 or 1-800-722-9359
or visit www.soutbcentral.edu

South Central
College

Jeni’'s comment: With the focus on one lone leaf surviving the end of fall,and a completely barren
winter tree blurred in the background, the transition between seasons is shown beautifully.

A Proud Member of the Minnesota State Colleges System.
An Affirmative Action Equal Opportunity Employer/Educator.

SCC Has ADA Accessable Facilities. MAMNKATO CAMPUS




Balaton Yankton Country School

Bemidji Schoolcraft L ing Ce i
Bemidji TrekNorth High School

Bemidji Voyageurs Expeditionary High School

Brooklyn Park SAGE Academy Charter School
Burnsville Sobriety High (South Campus)
Chaska World Learner School of Chaska

Columbia Heights Academy of BioScience

Duluth Harbor City International School
Duluth Lake Superior High School
Duluth North Shore Community School
Eagan Paideia Academy

Faribault Discovery Public School of Faribault

onal L Acad.

Forest Lake Lakes |

Forest Lake North Lakes Academy

Golden Valley

Henderson Minnesota New Country School
Hopkins Main Street School of Performing Arts
Houston Ridgeway Community School
Hutchinson New Century Charter School

Little Canada Agricultural & Food Sci Acad
Mankato RiverBend Academy Charter School
Milroy MILROY Area Charter School
Minneapolis Ascension Academy

Minneapolis Four Directions

Minneapolis Fraser Academy

Minneapolis Friendship Academy of Fine Arts
Minneapolis Harvest Preparatory School

Minneapolis Minnesota International Middle School
Minneapolis Minnesota Internship Center
Minneapolis Minnesota Online High School
Minneapolis Minnesota Transitions Charter School

Minneapolis

Prairie Seeds Academy
Minneapolis Sojourner Truth Academy

Minneapolis Soul Academy

9-12
K-8
9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

PreK-6

K-4*

7-12

K-4in 2004*

1-9

LoveWorks Academy for Visual & Performing Arts

7-12

9-10in 2004*

PreK-5

7-12

9-12

7-12

K-4

9-10in 2004*

9-12

K-2in 2004*

K-4

K-6

5-8

9-12

11-12*

K-12

K-5*

K-6

Minnesota’s Charter Schools

507-734-2677 www.yanktoncountryschool.com
218-586-3284 www.schoolcraft.org

218-444-1888 www.treknorth.org

218-586-8347 www.vehs.org

763-315-4020 www.sageacademy.org
952-277-0809 www.sobrietyhigh.org
952-368-7398 www.worldlearnerschool.com

763-571-5039 www.academyofbioscience.org

218-722-7574 www.harborcityschool.org

218-529-2468 www.Ishs.net

218-525-0663 www.northshorecommunityschool.org

952-807-3760 www.paideiaacademy.org

507-333-1320 www.isd4081.org

651-464-0771 www.lakesinternational.org
651-982-2773 www.northlakesacademy.org

612-529-2912 www.loveworksacademy.org

507-248-3353 www.mncs.k12.mn.us

952-224-1340 www.performing-arts-school.org

507-454-9566 www.ridgewayschool.org

320-234-3660 www.newcenturycharter.com

651-415-5370 www.agacademy.com

507-387-5524 www.riverbendacademy.com

507-336-2563

612-465-8121 www.ascensionacademy.org

612-588-0183 www.4directionsmn.com
612-465-8600 www.fraseracademy.org
612-879-6703 www.friendshipacademy.org

612-381-9743 www.harvestprep.org

612-821-6470 www.tiesmn.org
612-722-5470 www.mnic.org
612-227-8499 www.mnohs.org

612-722-9013 www.mtcs.org

612-302-8555 www.prairieseedsacademy.org

612-588-3599 www.sojournertruth d org

763-586-6058

Minnesota City Riverway Learning Community PreK-12 507-689-2844 www. rwlc.org

Monticello Swan River Montessori School K-6 763-271-7926 www.swanrivermontessori.org
Morton Eci’'Nompa Woonspe’ Charter School 7-12 507-697-9055

Naytahwaush Naytahwaush Community School K-6 218-983-3285 x 1251

Northfield Prairie Creek Community School K-5 507-645-9640 www.prairiecreek.org

Northfield Village School of Northfield K-12 507-663-8990 www.villageschool.charter.k12.mn.us
Osakis Lakes Area Charter School 9-12 320-859-5302 www.lakesareacharterschool.org
Owatonna R y School of hern Mi 7-12 507-835-0554

Rochester Adam Abdulle Academy K-8 507-202-7488 www.aaa.k12.mn.us
Rochester Rochester Off-Campus High School 9-12 507-282-3325 www.rocchs.org

Rochester Studio Academy 9-12 507-529-1662 www.studioacademyhs.org
Rogers Kaleidoscope Charter School K-8 763-428-1890 www.kaleidoscopecharter.org

Saint Paul Avalon Charter School 7-12 651-649-5495 www.avalonschool.org
Saint Paul BlueSky Charter School 7-12 651-642-0888 www.blueskyschool.org
Saint Paul City Academy 9-12 651-298-4624 www.cityacademy.org

Saint Paul C ity of Peace Acad K-12 651-776-5151 www.cpa.charter.k12.mn.us

Saint Paul General John Vessey Leadership Academy 9-12 651-206-2980 www.vesseyacademy.org

Saint Paul Great River School 7-10in 2004* 651-305-2780 www.greatriverschool.org
Saint Paul High School for Recording Arts 9-12 651-287-0890 www.hsra.org

Saint Paul Higher Ground Academy K-12 651-645-1000 www.hgacademy.org

Saint Paul Minnesota North Star Academy 9-11in 2004* 651-771-2000 www.mnnorthstaracademy.org
Saint Paul New Spirit School K-8 651-225-9177 www.newspiritschool.com
Saint Paul New Voyage Academy K-8 651-649-5402 www.flconline.org

Saint Paul Nova Classical Academy K-6 651-227-8622 www.novaclassical.org

Saint Paul Twin Cities German Immersion School K-1* 651-492-7106 www.germanschool-mn.org
Saint Paul Urban Academy K-3 651-215-9419 www.urbanacademymn.org
Stillwater New Heights School K-12 651-439-1962

Tofte Birch Grove Community School K-5 218-663-7977 www.birchgroveschool.com

Woodbury

Math & Science Academy 7-12 651-578-7507 www.mnmsa.org
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Copyright © 2006 Charter Vision Minnesota. Unless otherwise specified,
no content within this publication may be reproduced without the express

permission of Charter Vision Minnesota and the author. ° )

Opinions and views expressed in Charter Vision Magazine do not

neccessarily reflect those of Charter Vision Minnesota. m n C a r e r v I S I O n



